MNnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

July 1,2026

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue SW

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Kennedy:

We write to express our outrage over your recent decision to terminate the vast majority of Teen
Pregnancy Prevention (TPP) Program grants, which will deprive teens across the U.S. of vital
resources and threaten to unwind decades of progress made in reducing teen pregnancy. These
grants, which were canceled in the middle of their five-year project period, supported evidence-
based programs that worked to prevent teen pregnancy and behavioral risk factors underlying
teen pregnancy, as is required by law. This decision to cancel 53 of 66 existing grants follows a
pattern of actions the Trump Administration has taken to undermine access to comprehensive
reproductive healthcare and put the health and wellbeing of our young people at risk. We call on
you to immediately reinstate funding for these grantees who have a proven track record of
working to uphold the goals of the program in accordance with the law.

For the last 35 years, the teen birth rate has been declining. According to the most recent data
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the teenage birth rate fell by 7% in
2025, reaching another historic low. In 1991, the number of babies born to mothers ages 15 to 19
was more than five times higher than it is today. Evidence suggests that these declines are driven
by several factors, including the use of more effective forms of contraception, greater access to
information about pregnancy prevention, and a decline in teen sexual activity', which the TPP
Program has supported.

The very goal of the TPP Program when it was established in 2010 was to support evidence-
driven practices that would reduce teen pregnancy, with the majority of funds directed to
programs with models whose effectiveness at preventing teen pregnancy had been demonstrated
through rigorous evaluation, known as “Tier 17, and a smaller portion of funds for the
development and testing of new prevention programs, or “Tier 2,” which helps to grow the list of
approved Tier 1 curricula.

The bipartisan law that most recently appropriated funding for the program in fiscal year 2026
reiterated the program’s goals—providing $101 million for “making competitive contracts and
grants to public and private entities to fund medically accurate and age appropriate programs that
reduce teen pregnancy” with 75 percent of funds directed toward “replicating programs that have
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been proven effective through rigorous evaluation to reduce teenage pregnancy, behavioral risk
factors underlying teenage pregnancy, or other associated risk factors.”

These grants were awarded to state and local health departments, universities, and community
organizations across America, like the Boys & Girls Club. These are organizations that know
exactly how to reach young people to provide them with the information they need to make
smart decisions about their health and futures.

We know that both Trump Administrations have long sought to destroy the TPP Program.
President Trump’s fiscal year 2026 budget proposed to eliminate it, as did his prior budgets, and
in 2017, the Trump Administration attempted to cancel every TPP Program grant, a decision that
was ultimately struck down by the courts. Now, however, allies of the president have
increasingly suggested that declining teen birth rates are a “problem.” It appears this
administration may agree with that assessment as you cancel funding for these proven programs.
Your decision to terminate this funding squarely aligns with your department’s established
pattern of rejecting evidence and science, ignoring Congressional intent, and undermining the
ability of people to make their own healthcare decisions.

We demand that you immediately reverse course and reinstate funding for established grantees of
the TPP Program, who are midway through their grants and doing essential work to prevent teen

pregnancy.

Sincerely,
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Patty y Charles E. Schumer
United es Senator United States Senator
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Richard J. Durbin Richard Blumenthal
United States Senator United States Senator
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Kirsten Gillibrand
United States Senator
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Elissa Slotkin
United States Senator
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Maria Cantwell
United States Senator
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Bernard Sanders
United States Senator
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Elizhbeth Warren
United States Senator
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Cory A. Booker
United States Senator



