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Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 2026 
 

The Legislative Branch Appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2026 provides a base  
discretionary total of $7 billion.  The bill also includes $203.5 million in additional funding 
dedicated to enhanced member security initiatives in response to an increased threat 
environment.  The bill maintains fiscal discipline while providing the necessary resources for the 
Legislative Branch to carry out its constitutional responsibilities and serve the American people 
both in Washington, D.C., and in communities across the nation.  This year, the bill features 
support for the safety and security of visitors to the Capitol complex and Members of Congress, 
their families, and staff.  The bill also provides necessary appropriations for congressional 
support agencies to aid Congress as it carries out its legislative and oversight duties.  Earlier this 
year, the Senate Appropriations Committee advanced the Legislative Branch bill by a vote of 26 
to 1, and the full Senate passed the bill by a vote of 81 to 15 on August 1, 2025. 
 

Key Takeaways 
 

• Member Pay Freeze: Continuation of the provision to freeze the pay of Members of 
Congress, preventing any pay increases in FY 2026.  A freeze on Members’ salaries has 
been in place since 2009. 

• Congressional Operations: $3.5 billion to the U.S. House of Representatives and U.S. 
Senate to support the Congress’ legislative responsibilities, oversight activities, and 
representational duties. 

• Member Security: $203.5 million to implement Member security enhancements in 
response to the evolving threat environment.   
 

Bill Highlights 

 
U.S. Senate: $1.5 billion to support the Senate’s legislative and oversight responsibilities and to 
continue physical and cyber security initiatives. 
 
U.S. House of Representatives: $2 billion for House operations. 
 
U.S. Capitol Police (USCP): $852.2 million to support the most mission critical requirements, 
including the continued hiring of sworn officers and expanded resources for protective and 
intelligence operations. 
 

• Mutual Aid:  $30 million for the Mutual Aid Reimbursement Program will be carried 
separately in the continuing resolution. USCP utilizes these funds to prepare for and 
support large-scale events on the Capitol complex and reimburse state and local law 
enforcement for protective detail coverage for Members while they are in-district or in-
state.   

 
Library of Congress: $852.2 million for Library of Congress, the largest library in the world.  
The bill includes $136.1 million for the Congressional Research Service, which provides 
research, analysis, and support services to Members and staff as they consider and craft policy. 
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Architect of the Capitol (AOC): $811.9 million for the maintenance, preservation, and physical 
security requirements of the Capitol complex. 
 
Government Accountability Office (GAO): $811.9 million to support GAO’s auditing and 
other oversight functions on behalf of the Legislative Branch. 
 
Congressional Budget Office: $74.8 million to maintain current services, continue transparency 
efforts, and increase responsiveness to congressional requests.  
 
Member Pay Freeze: Continuation of the provision to freeze the pay of Members of Congress, 
preventing any pay increases in FY 2026.  A freeze on Members’ salaries has been in place since 
2009. 
 
Enhanced Security: The bill provides an additional $203.5 million for enhanced Member 
security initiatives. Each chamber is responsible for the allocation of funds for security purposes. 
The Senate’s allocation will primarily provide funding to pay for allowable security-related 
expenses, pursuant to S. Res. 413 (119th Congress). 

 
PUMP Act: The bill extends the PUMP Act protections to congressional staff and employees of 
the Legislative Branch.  
 
Deficit Reduction: Retains the requirement that unspent amounts from Members of Congress’ 
personal office budgets be used for debt and deficit reduction. 
 
Contractor Bonus Ban: Retains the prohibition on payment of bonuses to contractors behind 
schedule or over budget. 
 
Pornography Ban: Continues the prohibition on funding for computer networks that do not 
block pornographic content. 
 
Chinese Drone Ban: Retains the prohibition on the purchase of drones manufactured in China 
by USCP and AOC. 
 
Chinese IT Ban: Strengthens an existing provision that prohibits the acquisition of 
telecommunications equipment from Huawei or ZTE Corporation by broadening the prohibition 
to include video surveillance equipment, list more companies, and cover any entities owned by, 
controlled by, or connected to governments of foreign adversaries.  
 
 
 


