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AMENDMENT NQO. Calendar No.

Purpose: To modify the priovity of eertain State home
projeets of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—115th Cong., 1st Sess,

S.

Making appiopriations for military construetion, the Depart-
ment of Vetevans Affairs, and related agenecics for the
fiseal vear ending September 30, 2018, and for other
PUEPOSEs.

Referred to tle Committes on and
ordered to he printed

Ordered to lie on the table and to be pristed

AMENDMENT intended to-be proposed by Mr. TESTER

Viz:
1 At the end of title II, add the following:
2 SEC., 261. MODIFICATION OF PRIORITY OF STATE HOME
3 PROJECTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VET-
4 ERANS AFFAIRS.
5 (a) PROJECTS FROM PREVIOTUS YEARS.—
6 (1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph {4) of seetion
7 8135(c) of title 38, United States Code, is dmend-
8 -
9 (A) by striking “The Secretairy” and in-
10 serting “(A) The Secretary™; and
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(B) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(B) With respect tor a projeet that is approved in
afiscal vear but for whicli-a grant hay not heen awarded
under this subchapter it that fiscal year, the Secretary
nmay not aceord a lowver priovity on the list deseribed in
subparagraph (A)"t-(_)- that. projcéet in any subseguent tiseal
veal' (as compared to the priority accorded that project
i any previous fiseal vear) ubless the reason for such
lower priovity is the inclusion in such st of a project de-

seribed i subparagraph (A) or (B) of pavagraph (2).”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT. Paragraph (2)
of sucht section is amended, in the matter preceding
subparagraph (A), hy striking “pavagraphs (3) and
(5)_{@)"" and ingerting “paragraphs (3), (4)(B), and
(5HLH™.

() CONSIDERATION -OF ACCESS 1O PRIVATE FACILL-

TIRS.—Such section 1s further amended by adding: at the:

end the following new pavagraph:

“(8) In determiniiig under sabparagraphs (D), (I7),

and (I} of paragraph (2) whether a State has a great;

significant, or limited need for beds in econneetion with an

application under subsection (a), the Seeretary shall—
“(A) vonsider the availability and accessibility

to hidividuals in that State of private facilities pro-
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viding similar care to the eare for whicl the applica-
tion is submitted under such subsection; and
“(B) accord a lower priority in the list estab-
lished under paragraph (4) to applications by States
with a significant number of sucli private facilities,

as determined by the Secretary.”.



