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Chairman Hyde-Smith, Ranking Member Gillibrand, and Members of the Subcommittee — thank you for inviting me to testify before you today.

As our Nation approaches its 250th birthday, we have a once-in-a-generation opportunity to renew the very foundations that have carried American commerce, mobility, and security since our founding. President Trump has made it unmistakably clear: constructing world-class infrastructure and securing our strategic transport networks is a top priority to usher in a Golden Age of Transportation to serve the American people. 

My goal today is to show how this budget carries out that mandate with discipline, strength, and a results-driven focus that reflects the President’s agenda to restore American greatness.
And I look forward to working with this Subcommittee—in the spirit of bipartisan cooperation—to achieve that vision.

Big, Beautiful Infrastructure for America’s 250th Year
This budget reflects the President’s vision to build big, beautiful American infrastructure — infrastructure that works, lasts, and strengthens our economy. We propose $87.6 billion for core surface transportation programs, a cornerstone investment worthy of America’s 250th year. 

These resources will be used to modernize the roads and transit systems that bind our Nation together. We request an additional $1.5 billion for nationally significant freight projects and bridge repairs — because the corridors of American commerce must remain strong, resilient, and built for the next century. 

I’m proud of this Department’s diligence in ensuring taxpayer dollars are spent in the best interests of the American people.

We have been moving at the Speed of Trump to clear the backlog of grants left behind by the previous administration — that’s more than 3,200 grants. My team is working hard to ensure these grants prioritize the needs of the American people and deliver these critical dollars to communities across the country.

The Department withdrew project selections and terminated grants that didn't advance this Administration’s priorities while wasting taxpayer dollars. We will see 100 percent of those dollars directed towards building the safest, most innovative highway and transit systems in the world. Fewer distractions. More results. Infrastructure that reflects American excellence.

National Airspace Modernization and the Air Traffic Safety Surge
Aviation is one of America’s greatest achievements — and one of our greatest responsibilities.
Last year’s $12.5 billion down payment on airspace modernization was historic. This budget requests another $4 billion to sustain that momentum and position America’s skies for the next 250 years of aviation leadership.

The Brand-New Air Traffic Control System is the solution to replace decades-old antiquated radar and legacy technology. This new system aligns our aviation infrastructure with the demands of the modern era — faster, safer, more resilient.

With the $12.5 billion secured by President Trump through the historic Working Families Tax Cut Act, we have already replaced almost 50 percent of all copper wiring, installed new surface awareness systems at 54 airports, eliminated antiquated paper flight strips at 17 towers, and we’re just getting started.  

We have also hired a record-breaking 2,400 air traffic controllers since last March and recruited 20 percent more controllers in 2025 than in the year prior. Our controller workforce is 11,000 strong with 4,000 more trainees in the pipeline. Our recent recruitment campaign for new controller trainees is wildly successful with over 12,000 applicants, more than double the previous record. This coming year, you can expect to see us focused on hiring a new wave of air traffic controller trainees and additional safety personnel to oversee industry operations. This is how we prioritize safety, reduce delays, and improve system performance for decades to come.

Our request for $60 million to relocate thousands of FAA employees to DOT headquarters will also help us carry out the President’s directive for a safety surge in aviation. It’s a common-sense step that saves taxpayer money in the long term and improves organizational efficiency as we modernize government alongside infrastructure.

Restoring American Maritime Dominance
President Trump has been unequivocal: America must once again be a maritime power.
This budget proposes $1.4 billion in funding from a new Maritime Security Trust Fund to revitalize a maritime tradition that has underpinned American strength since the founding of our country.

The Fund will support vital activities based on six pillars. 

First, we are prioritizing mariner education. By fueling the Centers of Excellence for Domestic Maritime Workforce Training and Education, we are preparing our workforce for the next era of American shipping. 

Second, we are addressing critical improvements at the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy. We must honor the legacy of Kings Point by fixing a neglected campus where future leaders are forged. 

Third, we are focusing on workforce development. We are committed to training the next generation of shipbuilders who will carry American industry forward. 

Fourth, we are revitalizing domestic shipyard grants. Through direct investment, we aim to resurrect U.S. yards and restore the shipbuilding capacity that is absolutely critical to our national security. 

Fifth, we are expanding the Port Infrastructure Development Program grants. Modernizing our ports is essential to handling both a new U.S. fleet and the demands of global trade. 

Finally, we are beginning the launch of the “Golden Fleet.” This initiative launches a new era of U.S. flagged ships, including new Roll-On/Roll-Off and Bulk tankers for the Maritime Administration. These vessels will stand as powerful symbols of renewed American maritime strength in this historic era. 

This is how we restore American shipbuilding, rebuild American capacity, and secure American sovereignty on the seas.

National Capital Region: Safety and Efficiency
In addition, this budget requests $403 million to establish the D.C. Safe and Beautiful Fund — addressing crime on D.C. transit and supporting other priority initiatives to improve public spaces and transportation infrastructure within the District. These investments will ensure that the Nation’s capital reflects the strength and dignity of the United States.

Conclusion
As we approach America’s 250th birthday, we have the opportunity to deliver a legacy of investment and innovation that honors our past and secures our future. This budget carries out the President’s agenda to rebuild the Nation’s transportation systems, restore American competitiveness, and strengthen the country we all love.

Thank you. I look forward to your questions.

